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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ABIDJA 03863 210434Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 EB-08 INR-10 LAB-04 NSAE-00 
PA-02 SIL-01 ICA-20 /056 W 

118322 221655Z/45 

R 201233Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 8405 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

UNCLAS ABIDJAN 3863 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEXP, IV 

SUB J : AFRICA 78 - TRADE FAIR AND EXPOSITION 

1 . EMBASSY RECIEVED A VISIT FROM MR. KADER AFIF, EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR OF FOCO INTERNATIONAL TO ANNOUCE AND PROMOTE A 
TRADE FAIR AND EXHIBITION CALLED "AFRICA 78" TO BE HELD AT 
THE NEW YORK COLISEUM BETWEEN DEC 6-10, 1978. AFIF SAID HE 

IS NOW TOURING AFRICA SPEAKING TO CABINET MINISTERS AND 
CHIEFS OF STATE TO SOLICIT PARTICIPATION IN THE FAIR. WHEN 
ASKED HOW MANY EXHIBITORS HAD SIGNED UP, HE STATED THAT 
SEVENTEEN "HAD SHOWN DEFINITE INTEREST." WHEN ASKED ABOUT 
THE FIRM'S EXPERIENCE, AFIF STATED THAT FOCO INTERNATIONAL 
HAS MANAGED MORE THAN 200 EVENTS, INCLUDING THE RECENT 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR IN LAGOS. AFIF LEFT COPIES OF 
THE AFRICA 78 PROMOTIONAL LITERATURE AND REGISTRATION FORMS 
AND SAID HE HOPED THE EMBASSY WOULD "TALK UP" THE FAIR. 

2. ON THE FOLLOWING DAY, THE EMBASSY WAS VISITED BY 

AN EMPLOYEE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMERCE ASKING ABOUT 
AFRICA 78. MOSTLY, SHE WAS LOOKING FOR SOURCES OF 
FINANCING TO PAY THE PARTICIPATION FEES, WHICH RANGE 
FROM $15,000 TO 88,000, DEPENDING ON THE SIZE AND 
COMPLEXITY OF THE EXHIBIT. EMBOFF TOLD HER THAT NO 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 ABIDJA 03863 210434Z 

USG ASSISTANCE WAS AVAILABLE AND SUGGESTED SHE APPROACH 
BANKS OR TRY TO RECRUIT PRIVATE FIRMS ON A PAY TO 
PARTICIPATE BASIS. SHE FELT THESE METHODS WOULD 
PROBABLY BE FRUITLESS AND URGED THAT THE EMBASSY MAKE 
FURTHER INQUIRIES. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: PLEASE ADVISE EMBASSY ON FOCO 
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INTERNATIONAL'S REPUTATION AND USG POSITION RE AFRICA 
78 . 

STEARNS 

NOTE BY OC/T: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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